
NATIONAL TRANSLATING AND 
INTERPRETING SECTOR ROUNDTABLE

Parliamentary Secretary, Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells has announced the Australian Government will 
convene a National Roundtable for the translating and interpreting sector in Canberra later this year.

Speaking at the inaugural International Conference on Community Translation (ICCT) at the University Of Western 
Sydney in September, the Senator said she will host the Roundtable to discuss issues of concern and canvass 
potential solutions.

Senator Fierravanti-Wells told ICCT participants that as she has spoken with stakeholders in the translating and 
interpreting industry, they have raised issues which have been of ongoing concern. These include:

•	 pay and conditions for interpreters and translators.
•	 low retention rates of qualified practitioners.
•	 difficulty in sourcing qualified practitioners in new and emerging languages.
•	 de-professionalisation of the industry through the engagement of non-qualified practitioners.

Senator Fierravanti-Wells is Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Social Services with special responsibility 
for Multicultural Affairs and Settlement Services. She is also the Australian Government’s NAATI Member. 

The ICCT focused on different aspects of ‘community translation’ which involves texts from generally government 
organisations that need to be translated into languages other than English to ensure effective communication. It 
is also known as ‘Public Service’ interpreting. Speakers came from USA, Spain, Oman, United Arab Emirates, South 
Africa, Sweden, Malaysia as well as Australia.

The Organising Committee was chaired by Dr Mustapha Taibi of University of Western Sydney and included Dr 
Ignatio Garcia also of Western Sydney and Dr Mira Kim of University of New South Wales. For more details see 
www.uws.edu.au/communitytranslation.

NAATI was the Principal Sponsor of ICCT 2014. Other sponsors were Community Relations Commission of NSW, 
University of New South Wales and AUSIT.

From L to R: NAATI Director Pino Migliorino, Senator Concetta Fierravanti-Wells, Dr Mustapha 
Taibi and Prof. Peter Hutchings, Dean of the School of Humanities and Communication 
Arts at the International Conference on Community Translation where the Roundtable was 
announced.
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